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How the 
girls of 
Queen 
Anne’s 


raised 
£2,360 


A FORTUNE teller, 
carol singers and a 
daschund called Bruffy 
all helped to make 
Queen Anne’s School 
at Caversham, Berk- 
shire, the most success- 
ful entrant in The 
Spastics Society’s 
National Schools Com- 
petition. The 329 girls 
at the school raised a 
staggering £2,360. 
Their rewards was a 22 
inch colour television set, 
presented by Rediffusion. 
But the girls were still in a 
charitable mood after the 
presentation on October 22, 
and decided to give the set 
away to a nearby old 
people’s home. Said head 
girl Patricia Anstey: “They 
need it more than we do.’ 
The imagination and re- 
sourcefulness of the Queen 
Anne’s School girls was 
astounding. They held starva- 
tion lunches, in which they ate 
only bread and soup, so that 
the extra cost of a full meal 
could go towards the fund. 
They put on plays, showed 
films, held fetes, went carol 
singing, staged a variety of 
sponsored events, put on 


clarinetist 
Hillary Scurlock, aged 11, 
played non-stop for an 
hour-and-a-half to raise 
money. ‘It nearly drove my 
parents crazy,’ she said. 


MARATHON 


auctions, and held a fancy dress 
competition in which the cos- 
fumes were made entirely out 
of newspapers held together 
with pins. 
' There was even a compe- 
tition to guess the length of 
the headmistress’s dachshund 
Bruffy, from nose to tail. And 
one child was sponsored to 
see how long she could con- 
tinue playing ber clarinet non- 
stop. ' 
Congratulating the girls at 


RIGHT: Madame Fortune, 
otherwise 16-year-old Vir- 
ginia Smithson, predicts 
for head girl Patricia 
Anstey that the school is 
going to raise a lot of 
money for spastics. Not 
all her predictions came 
true but this one was well 
borne out. 


ABOVE: A bonus port- 
able television for the 
girls, in addition to the big 
colour set which they gave 
to an old people’s home. 
Receiving it is head girl 
Patricia Anstey, with Mr 
Roger Selman, branch 
manager of Rediffusion, 
left, Mr Christopher 
Robinson, and Celia 
Hadow, head of _ the 
school’s charities group. 


RIGHT: Even the Head’s 
dachshung Bruffy joined in 
the fund raising. Getting 
the measure of him are 
headmistress Miss Mar- 
garet Challis, Anne Fowler, 
Margot Drummond and 
Sarah Ryder Richardson. 


the presentation ceremony, Mr 
Christopher Robinson, the 
Societys Senior Appeals 
Development Officer, said the 
most important thing was that 
the girls had fun raising the 
money. He said the sum 
raised was far more than had 
been anticipated. It would go 
towards the Chiltern House 
Family Help Unit, at Oxford, 
which the girls had helped 
several times in the past. 

He announced that the total 
raised by the Schools Compe- 
tition was over £15,000. 

Patricia Anstey told him 
that the girls had so much 
enjoyed raising the money that 
they had totally forgotten 
about the colour television 
prize. As a bonus for their 
special effort, Rediffusion pre- 
sented them with an extra set, 
a small portable. 

The school’s headmistress, 
Miss Margaret Challis, said 
that Queen Anne’s had long 
been interested in helping 
spastics. Usually the school 
adopted a different charity each 
term for its fund raising effort. 
When they heard about the 


Schools Competition, they 
decided to devote the whole 
year to it. 


As a matter of interest each 
girl at the school raised an 
average £7,18—a remarkable 
effort, 


Rescue plan for 


‘danger school 
- building may 
cost £150,000 


PUPILS at The Spastics Society’s Irton Hall 
School, Cumberland, are being forced to live and 
work in ‘very cramped’ conditions because the 
new extension could be in danger of collapse. 
It is estimated that a rescue programme to save 
the building will cost £150,000 and, because there 
is no insurance, it looks as if the Society may have 
to mount a massive fund-raising campaign in 


the area. 

The danger has been 
caused by. deterioration in 
the high alumina cement 
used in construction of the 
building. Many schools 
throughout the country are 
similarly affected, and the 
alert came after a London 
school’s assembly hall col- 
lapsed. 


Mr Derek Lancaster- 
Gaye, the Society’s Director 
of Resources, said: “The 
contractors who built the 
extension eight or nine 
years ago, contacted us 
after checking their records 
and discovering that high 
alumina cement had prob- 
ably been used.’ 

The news meant the Society 
either had to close the school 
down completely or re-open 


Wales Region hacks Jimmy's fight 
for transport cash 


THE Wales Regional 
Office of The Spastics 
Society has taken up the 
case of Jimmy Gillard, 24, 
a Haverfordwest spastic 
who has great difficulty in 
walking and has been fight- 
ing for 18 months to obtain 
help with his transport 


problems. Mr Emlyn 
Davies, Senior Regional 
Officer, Wales, for the 


Society, is writing to the 
local MP about Jimmy’s 
case. 

Jimmy, whose father, Mr 
Jack Gillard, is Chairman of 
the Pembrokeshire Spastics 
Society, works in a St David’s 
factory. This is .the only 
employment he can find locally, 
but he has to make a round 
trip of 30 miles each day to 
get to work and back. Public 
transport services are unsuit- 
able and Jimmy’s application 
for a car or a disabled driver’s 
grant has been turned down. 

At present he drives to work 


in his own Morris 1300, but 
receives no statutory help to- 
wards the running costs, 
although his father believes 
he is fully entitled to it. 
Following medical examina- 
tions, the Welsh Office decided 
that Jimmy’s walking ability 
was not sufficiently impaired 
to warrant financial aid; 


With sticks 


However, Mr Jack Gillard 
said, ‘... Jimmy can walk 
only one or two yards with the 
aid of sticks before he has to 
reach out for support. I have 


a relative with a back com- 


We tell the 
bare facts ; : : 


COULD you bear the 
thought of a nudist camp 
for your next holiday? 
Naked City in the USA 
advertises itself as an ideal 
vacation site for the dis- 
abled, with all facilities on 
one level and plenty of 
ramps. 

Well, at least it would 
cut out the need for help 
with dressing, but in view 
of the British climate, 
Spastics News feels that 
the idea is unlikely to 
catch on over here. 


plaint who doesn’t even work 
yet he receives help in running 
a car’ 


Cash clean-up 


in Scotland 
THE Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics has combined 
with the Keep Britain Tidy 
organisation for a sponsored 
‘clean-up’ campaign in Stirling- 
shire; The scheme will con- 
tinue until the end of March 
and will provide, it is, hoped, 
not only much-needed revenue 
for Scottish spastics, but an 
opportunity to clean up many 
black spots in the countryside 


at present littered with 
rubbish, 


London date 


after the summer holidays on 
an emergency basis. 

This was done by banning 
the 65 pupils from the hydro- 
therapy pool, the assembly 
hall, the headmaster’s office 
and a number of classrooms. 
Three temporary classrooms 
and some lavatories have been 
erected. 

Said Mr John Nelson, the 
headmaster, ‘We are operating 
in just half the school and it 
is very inconvenient and very 
difficult. The children know 
of the danger in the out-of- 
bounds part: but they are find- 
ing everything very cramped.’ 

Experts working with laser 
rays have already discovered 
cracks in two or three beams, 


Acceptable 


Mr Lancaster-Gaye said: ‘At 
the time of construction the 
high alumina cement was a 
perfectly acceptable material 
to employ. Pre-cast structures 
are put together on site rather 
like a mecanno set, and this 
requires a quick-setting cement 
such as high alumina. Since 
concrete beams are never 
pretty they are boxed in, but 


this means that signs of 
deterioration like powdery 
cracks aren’t seen. These 


cracks, in amy case, can be 
invisible to the naked eye.’ 

He pointed out: ‘There is 
no known remedy. We can’t 
build a second structure in« 
side the original to take the 
load and stress off it because 
there isn’t room. This means 
that we will have to take the 
roof off and start again. We'll 
have to find £150,000 for re- 
building, which is a hell of a 
lot of money. We hope to 
approach Government and 
other sources but the prospect 
isn’t hopeful, and as this is 
not an insurable. matter it 
means we'll probably have to 
mount a massive fund-raising 
campaign.’ 


for 


~ Society's AGM 


DELEGATES from all 
over. the 
observers from many 
organisations and statutory 
bodies concerned with the 
handicapped will converge 
on London on Saturday, 
November 2, for the annual 
general meeting of The 
Spastics Society. 

After the business part of 
the meeting, and voting for the 
nine candidates standing for 
the five vacancies on the 
Executive Council, there will 


country ‘and 


be an address by Professor 
Paul Polani, Prince Philip 
Professor of Paediatric 
Research at the University of 
London. The afternoon will 
be devoted to a question and 
discussion session in- which 
delegates _ will haye ample 
opportunity to question com- 
mittee chairman and Society 
exécutives on all- aspects of the 
Society’s work. —_*, 
_-A full report of the proceed- 
ings at the AGM will appear ia 
the next issue of Spastics . 
News, ; 
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WIDDOWSON DALEBROOK 
ENGINEERS LIMITED 


BASFORD ROAD, CREWE 
Telephone: CREWE 661111 (3 lines) 


ENGINEERING STOCKHOLDERS 
LIMITED 


® subsidiary of Widdowson Dalebrook Eng. Ltd 


GLASS WORKS 


PLATE GLASS - MIRRORS 
LOUVRE WINDOWS 
Golding Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Tel Tunbridge Wells 22415 


SWALLOW 
PRAMS LTD. 


ADRIAN WORKS | 
LOWESTOFT 
SUFFOLK 


Telephone: Lowestoft 4278 


Rolling Seay Shutters and Rolling Grilles are 
manufactured and installed by 


SYSTON ROLLING SHUTTERS LIMITED — 
Albert Street, Syston, Leicester 
~ Tel: Syston 4841 Telex: 341272 


A complete advice service pete with iflustrated 
literature readily available 


MOTORISTS 


Come along — see for yourselves — we can 
supply all your requirements at discount 
prices 


@ ENGINEERS MERCHANTS 
~ @ NUT AND BOLT STOCKISTS 
@ TOOLS FOR ALL TRADES 
@ CAR ACCESSORIES 
@ FISHING TACKLE 
22 PEPPER ST Tel: Nantwich 65699 


dandi- 
rail 


‘interlocking 
handrail 


Designed with the problems of the 
invalid in mind in ascending or 
descending stairways. 

Easy to grip and so easy to install. 
Elegantly styled in long 
lasting, non-corrosive 
anodised aluminium with 
a matt silver finish. 


For example 


Exhaust systems 30% off 
Brake shoes 50% off 
Open Sundays 10 am to 12.30 pm 
DRIVE & SAVE MOTOR 
ACCESSORIES 


5 BEDFORD PARADE, NORTH SHIELDS 
Telephone: North Shields 78629 


Superior 
Executive Houses 
from around 


Supplied in a choice £ 2 000 d 
of DIY packs. 1 7 upWwar S 
Price per kit Incorporating 

1Oft £9.45 utility with 

5ft £5.05 elegance 


(CONTRACTORS WALES) (BUILDERS) LTD 
LINECERRE OP eee ard 


~ Precision Machining Engineers 


(Harr ow) Ltd. 1 Peel Road, Wealdstone 
Harrow, Middlesex HA3 7QX. Tel: 01-427 0788 


Somerset House, Yorkshire . 
Prince’s Drive, Tel: 61331/2 
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Colwyn Bay 


LJ. Blakey Haulage Civil Engineering Communal Aerialfix 
Company Limited & Public Works 
Drypool Goods Station, Hedon Rd, Hull Contractors and Closed Ltd. 


Daily Road Transport Services through- 
out Great Britain. 30 Grosvenor Street 
Telephone: 24347-27358 Hull HU3 TRU 


ee. co bak | Circuit +21; 25571 (3 tines) 
Victoria Filling Station | | ice ate oe 
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MANUFACTURER 
Dean Court Hotel Fielding & Platt Ltd 


has 26 bedrooms, all of which have... | PO Box No 18, 
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‘X Hire and higher with 
Super Sparrow 


Crane Hire Service 
Mobile cranes up to 500 tons capacity, 
lengths up to 525 ibe Mechanical Tee eiion 


(OR SHOWER) and heavy transpor 
nots at 
Avonmouth Tel: 027 
Bath Tel: base raat pete! 
Birmingham Tel: 021-556-311 
Bris 


* TELEPHONE 


* RADIO DICKINSON, DAVY 


* COLOUR TELEVISION 


There is central heating throughout. The hotel prides & MARKI (AM 


a 
self on its cuisine and the first consideration of all Plymouth Seb 0752-36401 
members of the staff is the comfort and well being of Chartered Surveyors Sonar te ee Tel: at Scaztaneen 
the guests. Swansea Tel : 0792 73921 (4 lines) 
Teesside Tel: 0428 67111 67843 


NEW OXFORD HOUSE, OSBORNE STREET 
. > ‘ fp y hi Py 4 
Duncombe Place, York YOL 2EF GRIMSBY. Telephone: 58671 /2 


: | | 
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News in 


brief 


FOR over two years Gavin 
Rickett, aged five, has travelled 
regularly by ambulance from 
his home at Crossmead, Wat- 
ford, to the Watford Spastics 
Centre. But now he is old 
enough to go to a_ special 
school full-time and had to say 
goodbye to his friends of the 
local ambulance crews. 

Gavin wanted to give them 
special ‘thank you’ presents, so 
his mother made some attrac- 
tive horse pictures from hard- 
board and gift paper and 
Gavin handed the pictures to 
his favourite crew members. 


Se fie ta Se | 

MRS MARGARET ATTEN- 
BURY, a spastic, aged 33, is 
one of five handicapped people 
from Walsall, Staffordshire, 
who are planning a relay swim 
across the Channel. None of 
the five could swim a stroke 
three years ago. 


OR 

IT took just seven weeks drink- 
ing and donating for regulars 
at The Fox at Marston in 
Staffordshire to collect £56. 
With it they bought a record 
player and records for the 
children at Stafford’s Spastic 
Day Care Centre, 


Bee Es 

SUNDERLAND and District 
Spastics Society, Co Durham, 
has received £350 from the 


Pyrex Employees Charity 
Fund, at Wear Glass Works. 
EERE) 


THE late Mrs Sarah Booth, 
of Cumbria, left £250 to the 
North . Staffordshire Spastics 
Society. 

BSS SANTIS LU | 

STAFF of Granville House 
Special School for spastics in 
Stockport raised £225 for the 
school and day centre with a 
five-mile sponsored walk in 
fancy dress. 

Boye SAE Pee) 

A 13-MILE sponsored walk 
held by regulars of the Her- 
man Hotel, Preston, Lanca- 
shire, has raised £120 for 
Preston and District Spastics 
Group. 

EEMeneeas 

THE Friends of Wakes Hall, 
the adult residential centre in 
Essex run by the Stars Organi- 
sation for Spastics, raised 
£3,800 at their annual fete in 
aid of the centre. 


force | 

OLDHAM and District Spas- 
tics Society, Lancashire, has 
received £100 from _ the 
women’s committee of Oldham 
Amateur Operatic Society. 


PERE a ie 

STEPHEN BEDFORD, aged 
16, from Yorkshire, has dona- 
ted £38 to Doncaster and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society as the 
result of a sponsored swim 
across Coniston Water in the 
Lake District. He completed 
the 51-mile swim in_ three 
hours 34 seconds, 


. special 


| : 
How can spastics 


be integrated 
into society ? 


MR JAMES LORING, Director of The Spastics Society, 
told 170 delegates to the Society’s East Regional Confer- 
ence at Stevenage in October: ‘It is, I think, nothing short 
of a national scandal and a terrible indictment of modern 
society that we should in fact even be discussing the inte- 
gration of handicapped into society. The handicapped 
should never have been segregated nor should they ever 
haye been put in a position where they considered them- 


Selves to be apart from other people.’ 


The theme of the conference was: ‘The integration of 


the Spastic into Society.’ 


He said that rather than 
special schools being at the 
root of the evil, they were 
a symptom of it. British 
special schools were prob- 
ably the best in the world, 
and came into existence 
because ordinary schools 
could not cope with many 
types of handicap. 

It was a ‘fact of life’ that one 
of the best educations avail- 
able in this country was at a 
special school where the 
teacher-pupil ratio was very 
high. In the Society’s schools 
it measured one to six or one 
to eight at most, compared to 
one teacher to a class of 30 or 
40 in ordinary schools 
throughout the country. 


He made the point: ‘It 
would be an interesting experi- 
ment for one or two special 
schools to take a number of 
children with normal or above 
average intelligence with learn- 
ing difficulties and to see what 
progress they made — many 
children would benefit from 
being educated in _ special 
schools. 

‘Part of an integration pro- 
gramme might be to have some 
carefully selected so-called 
ordinary children in special 
schools.’ 


How they fare 


He went on to say that a 
number of hafidicapped child- 
ren were educated at ordin- 
ary schools, but little was 
known of how they fared. In 
his view the majority of these 
schools were ill-equipped by 
reason of physical facilities 
and teaching talent to cope 
with handicapped pupils. 

Mr Loring then put forward 
a three-point plan. All local 
authorities should have a 
programme of integration put- 
ting the handicapped child’s 
interests first so that they went 
to schools which could fulfil 
the appropriate educational 
and physical conditions. 

Local authorities with such 
programmes should set up at 
least one resource and advice 
centre perhaps at an existing 
school to support 
teachers at ordinary schools 


teaching handicapped pupils or 
those with learning problems. 

The resources centre should 
be able to conduct, through 
its medical and psychological 
staff, periodic reappraisals of 
all handicapped children in 
special schools. 

Thirdly, the local education 
authority should designate a 
member of its inspectorate 
with a special responsibility 
for handicapped pupils who 
are at ordinary schools in a 
particular area. 

Mr Loring said The Spastics 
Society was approaching all 
these problems in a realistic 
manner and had set up an 
educational research project in 
co-operation with the Institute 
of Education, London Univer- 
sity, to study the progress of 
the handicapped in ordinary 
schools, and it was hoped to 
extend the field of research. 

He stressed that special 
education still had an import- 
ant future. 


Given sweets 


Another speaker was Ann 
Trotman, 22, of Bristol, who 
spoke of the need for more 
public education to encourage 
people to accept the handi- 
capped as ordinary members 
of the community. She illus- 
trated her plea with an anec- 
dote from her _ personal 
experience. 

Last year, struggling down a 
local street with the aid of 
sticks, she encountered a 
woman who slipped some 
sweets in her pocket and told 
her to ‘share them with your 
playmates.’ 

Said Ann, ‘Of course she 
meant it kindly, but we don’t 
want to be patted on the head 
in this fashion. We just want 
to be accepted as ordinary 
people who happen, inci- 
dentally, to be handicapped.’ 

Ann, a secretary with Top 
Ten Promotions Ltd, who is 
mostly confined to a wheel- 
chair, was a prizewinner in 
the Society’s Literary Awards 
earlier this year. 

Mr Bill Hargreaves, the 
Society’s Head of Recrea- 
tional Activities, who is also a 
spastic, spoke on ‘Integration 
of the adult spastic.’ 


pachyderm who is making 
a jumbo-sized effort to 
pull in funds for The Spas- 
tic Society's Wakes Hall 
Centre at Bradfield, near 
Manningtree, Essex. 

He may not be the 
most elegant of elephants 
but his heart is in the 
right place—under layers 
of papier mache on‘a wire 
skeleton frame. He has 
had a busy time in the 
Colchester area _ inviting 
donations. Cuthbert was 
built in the grounds of 


Wakes Hall by members - 


of Stourdale Youth Centre 


Wrong image of the 
occupational therapist 


AS a qualified occupational 
therapist with 10 years’ 
experience of working with 
spastics, I sigh with despair to 
tread the following paragraph 
on the back page of the 
October edition of Spastics 
News. ‘Although she had no 
formal training as an occu- 
pational therapist, she built 
up the handicraft room at the 
centre to such a standard that 
demand for the cane work pro- 
duced there outstrips supply.’ 
This lady undoubtedly did an 
excellent job as a handicraft 
teacher, which I am not intend- 
ing to belittle, but how long 
is the image of the occupa- 
tional therapist to continue as 
‘the basket-weaver’ or ‘the 
lampshade lady’? 

In January 1966 I wrote an 
article in Spastics News on the 
need for occupational therapy 
in CP units, describing the 
work we do in training spas- 
tics to use their hands, to 
dress, feed and bath them- 
selves and to become more 
independent. 

An occupational therapist 
has a three-year training in the 
physical and _ psychological 
field and often takes a post- 
graduate course before work- 
ing with the cerebral palsied, 
(It does not take as long to 
learn basketry and I have never 


Sally's baby 


AFTER reading the piece in 
the October issue of Spastics 
News about Sally Talbot, and 
how it was said that because 
she can hardly hold a cup she 
should not have a baby, I 
would like to say this. After 
all she is human, and so is 
every other spastic. I believe 
a spastic should live a normal 
life, and if not, why not? 
Lynne Siddorn, Miss, 
Lancaster Training Centre, 
Slyne Road, 

Lancaster. 


Seen ee Saas ER en 


Cuthbert makes a jumbo effort for funds 


1 CUTHBERT is a paper 


at Lawford who made him 
in their spare time. It 
took them just nine 
months—which is consider- 
ably quicker than Mother 
Nature who takes 640. 
days over the production 
of each Dumbo. 


John Mitura, Warden of 
Wakes Hall, thinks that 
Cuthbert may end up ina 
children’s adventure play- 
ground when his charity 
days are over but there's 
always the road to Man- 
dalay... 


Picture by courtesy of 
‘Alfred H. Smith, Harwich, 
Essex. 


taught any patient of mine 
craftwork—it is not my job.) 

Perhaps Spastics News 
would be interested in giving a 
clearer picture of our work 
and help to wipe out the image 
many people have of us which 
is at least 30 years out of date. 


Rosemary M. D. Harvey, 
23 Ridge Court, Hazleigg, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
NE13 7NE. 


Kind cabbies 


AFTER reading the article 
about spastics being _ left 
stranded by taxi drivers in 
London, I feel I must write and 
tell you of the kindness shown 
to six handicapped people, 
including myself, by London 
taxi drivers. 

We were travelling to Read- 
ing to attend the *62 Club’s 
Conference last September. 
When we arrived at Euston 
station, we made our way to 
the taxi rank to go to the 
Family Services and Assess- 
ment Centre in Fitzroy Square. 

At Fitzroy Square the drivers 
of both taxis helped us with 
our cases and one wheelchair, 
and would not accept the fare. 

You say in the article about 
the incident that you hope that 
it was an isolated case. My 
friends and myself feel that 
this is so. 


JOHN DOYLE, 
6 Carlton Street, 
Widnes, Cheshire, 


THE Southern Standard 
has published the story of 
Andrew Maits, 13, a local 
spastic who has never been 
able to speak or use his 
hands—a story typical of 
the ways newspapers spot- 
light the problems of the 
disabled. 

Now at last he can com- 
municate with other 
people, thanks to an elec- 
tronic Possum typewriter 
which he operates with his 
foot. The typewriter was 
provided for use at the 
Braintree hospital school 
where Andrew is a boarder, 
but he is allowed to take 
the machine home for 
practice during the school 
holidays. 

Picture shows Andrew 
‘talking’ to his father, Mr 
Harry Matts. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Southend Standard 


Pen friends 


wanted 


ROSALIND DOWNS, aged 
10, who lives in Staffordshire, 
would like a spastic pen-friend. 
She is interested in horses and 
the Osmonds. 

Please write to: Miss Rosax 
lind Downs, 10 Arnold Grove, 
Bradwell, Newcastle, Staffs. 
ROBERT DEAN, aged 30, 
would like a female pen-friend 
of about the same age. His 
hobbies include _ classical 
music, reading, television and 
walking. 

Please 
Dean, 20 Berry Way, Newton 
Longville, Milton Keynes; 
Bucks MK17 OAR, 


DO YOU FIND GLIMBING STAIRS A PROBLEM? 


ITS’A SMOOTH EASY RIDE ON A GIMSON STAIRLIFT 


Gimson approved stairlifts restore the freedom to use the 
whole of your home which age, illness, accident or in- 
firmity might have taken from you. Models are available 
for standing, sitting or wheelchair use. They convey you 
smoothly, quietly, and in absolute safety up and down 
stairs. When not in use they leave the staircase completely 
unobstructed. They cost only a few pence a week to run. 
Please complete and return this coupon for full details. 


STAIRLIFTS 


To GIMSON & Co 

(Leics) Ltd Vulcan Read, 

Lelcester LES 3EA , 

Tol: Leicester 27272 

PLEASE SEND MB 

WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

FULL DETAILS OF 
Cie STAIRLIFTS. 


FOR THE DISABLED 


Tel No: 


write to: Robert . 


Taxi drivers 
are a kindly 
lot after all 


SPASTICS NEWS recently 
carried a story on the front 
page about taxi drivers 
refusing to stop for spastics. 
Now we have a story show- 
ing that not all taxi drivers 
are heartless. 


The Albany Taxi Charity 
fond raised enough money to 
give 120 mentally handicapped 
and spastic children a day out 
et Margate. A total of 64 
cabs plus four cars carried two 
qchildren and either a parent 
ior attendant from Camberwell 


to the sea. Many of the. 


children came from Crispin 
House, Bermondsey, and they 
ect off with the good wishes 
of the Mayor of Camberwell. 


Once on the Thanet Way in 
Kent they were met by Thanet 
Police and given a motor-cycle 
escort through to Margate, 
where they were officially wel- 
comed by the Mayor, Coun- 
cillor John Jones, and actor 
Peter Denyer of TV’s ‘Fenn 
Street Gang’ fame. 


— 


MRS JENNIFER WELLER, the only disabled riding 
instructor in the country, is seen mounted on her own 
pony, Fred. With her is Leslie Barrow, one of her two 
full-time helpers. 


Picture by courtesy of Kent Messenger 


tion in 


COLLEGE OF LIBRARIANSHIP WALES 


PRINCIPAL : F. N. HOGG, MA, DPA, FLA 


The College of Librarianship Wales in conjunction with the University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth, offers courses leading to a Joint 
Honours Degree of the University of Wales. 


The courses are intended for those who wish 
to make a career in Librarianship and Infor- 
mation Science. As well as providing educa- 
librarianship, they also allow the 
student to specialise in a subject of his own 
choice selected from the range available in 
the Faculties of Arts or Science. 

The college also offers a three-term Post 


graduate University of Wales Diploma course 
in library studies as well as a Master’s Degree 
(by thesis) in library studies. In addition the 
college offers a two-year professional course 
for students with two ‘A’ levels in prepara- 
tion for the Library. Association examinations 
leading to Associateship (ALA), 


For further information please write to or telephone the Registrar, 
College of Librarianship Wales, Llanbadarn Fawr, Aberystwyth. Tel 
Aberystwyth (STD 0970) 3181 


POLLASTRA 
GROUP 


POLLASTRA PACKERS LTD 


POULTRY FARMERS 
AND PACKERS 


Chicken of the highest quality grown on thelr 
own farms are processed and packed in the modern 
hygienic processing plant situated at Eye, Suffolk. 


Suppliers of : 


SUFFOLK SOVEREIGN Chickens and Capons, | 


Chicken Portions. 


* POLLASTRA Chickens and Capons. 
SUFFOLK SOVEREIGN Cooked Chicken Dishes. 
GUINEA FOWL. We are the largest producers of 
Guinea Fowl in England and market them under 
the GOLDEN SOVEREIGN brand name. 


Ideal for Banquets 


INQUIRIES: TELEPHONE EYE 567/8 


LAWREST 
Upholstery 


GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY 


Three-piece Suites 


Write for our fully illustrated 


brochure to 


W. LAWRENCE & SONS (FURN.) LTD 


LAWREST WORKS, NAPHILL 
HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS 


e POLLASTRA LTD 


| unique 
instructor 


LEYBOURNE GRANGE in Kent is the only hos- 
pital in Britain which provides riding for the 
disabled under the National Health Service, and 
Mrs Jennifer Weller, who runs the scheme, is the 
only disabled riding instructor in the country. 
Jennifer, who is a spastic, could not walk until 
she was 12, but she was completely at home in 
the saddle from the age of two, and at one time 
had her own private riding school. 


She says that the job at 
Leybourne Grange cropped 
up quite out of the blue 
after she had contacted the 
hospital to ask whether she 
could graze her own two 
horses on part of its land. 
She was invited to go and 
see a hospital official who 
greeted her with, ‘When 
can you start?’ 

‘I was absolutely  stag- 
gered!’ she told me, ‘Appar- 
ently they had been looking 
for somebody to teach riding 
to the patients for ages but 
although I had been giving 
private lessons to a few dis- 
abled children the thought of 
working for the hospital had 
never occurred to me.’ 

She was asked to start 
almost immediately, and as it 
took some time to wind up the 
poodle-clipping business she 
was running she did two jobs 
at once for a few hectic 
months. 

She has now been working 
at the hospital for over a year 
and the venture has proved 
highly successful. Patients 
have a riding session lasting an 
hour and a half each morning 
and afternoon, and together 
with the care of the horses this 
provides full-time employment 
for Jennifer and her two young 
assistants. 

She has eight ponies at 
present, most of whom are at 
the end of their working lives, 
but one young mount has been 


given to them by the Friends 


of Leybourne. Each pony’s 
suitability for riders of differ- 
ent handicaps is determined by 
the width of its back. For 
instance, a narrow pony is 
best for spastics with ‘scissor- 
ing’ legs, while mongols seem 
to find a broad, rounded back 
more comfortable. All the 
mounts seem remarkably 
placid and patient with their 
disabled riders. 

‘We make a lot of fuss of 
our ponies and in return they 
do their best for us,’ said 
Jennifer. 


Her pupils 


About 10 of the patients who 
attend regular riding sessions 
are spastics. One of them, 
Nigel, is also profoundly deaf, 
but he takes a lively interest in 
all that goes on at the stable. 
Janet, aged 35, is a _ severe 
athetoid, who always slumps 
forward in her wheelchair yet 
manages to sit up straight on 
the back of a horse. Even at 
her age, physiotherapists have 
noticed a slight improvement 
in her scissor gait since she 
started riding. 

Leybourne Grange seems 
more go-ahead than many 
subnormality hospitals in that 
apart from riding, it provides 
art, - hydrotherapy, occupa- 
tional therapy and _ physio- 
therapy for those who are able 
to benefit. 

After the morning’s riding 
session Jennifer took me home 
for lunch. Her husband, John, 


was at 4 
work but their two boys Jamie, — 


nine, were | 
there — good-looking friendly 


a motor mechanic, 
10, and Joseph, 


lads, glowing with health and 
schoolboy high spirits. They 
live in a Victorian terraced 
cottage bursting at the seams 
with animal life. There are 
seven dogs, gerbils, hamsters; 
cage-birds and tropical fish, 
with a pair of ferrets in the 
back yard. 

Jennifer gets up at 5.30 every 
morning to do the household 
chores before going to the 
stables at 8 am to prepare the 
ponies for the day’s work. 


High cost 

She gets indignant about the 
high cost of being disabled. 
Although as the mother of 
children under 14 she is 
allowed an adapted mini-car by 
the Ministry of Health, she has. 
a great many additional expen- 
ses which have to be met from 
her own pocket. Shoes, for 
instance, cost her £1.50 per 
fortnight, and weekly visits to 
the osteopath £2, including 
the cost of petrol. Central 
heating is a necessity rather 
than a luxury as, like most 
spastics, her muscles stiffen up 
when she is cold and because 
she is just able to get about 
she has to pay full prescrip- 
tion charges for her daily 
dosage of Valium. . 


‘Tf I wasn’t disabled we 
could live quite easily on my 
husband’s salary,’ she said, ‘but 
because we can’t, I have to 
work and then a huge propor- 
tion of my earnings is stopped 
in tax. It makes me hopping 
mad, There ought to be a 
special tax allowance for dis- 
abled people who work.’ 

One household item which 
has proved well worth the 
initial outlay is her deep- 
freeze, as this means she 
always has quick, easily-pre- 
pared meals on hand without 
making too many trips to the 
shops. When she has to go 
shopping and the boys are at 
school, she takes her alsatian; 
Gretel, as a ‘walking aid.’ 

The idea of using a dog to 
help her in this way developed 


Continued on Page 8 


}) Nurse in The Princess Mays 
Royal Air Force Nursing Service 


If you want to be a nurse and enjoy a new way of 

life—THE PMRAFNS offer a rewarding career. As a 

pupil nurse you train for two years taking the SEN 
assessment to become a State Enrolled Nurse. 


Age and educational qualifications are: 
Pupil Nurse, 17} to 38 years. No GCEs required. 


Weekly pay rates are: 

| Pupil Nurses ACW £24.94 
LACW (after 4 weeks’ training) £27.46 
| SACW (after 1 year’s training) £30.61 


For full details write, 
BOX SN, RAF INSPECTORATE OF RECRUITING, 
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS, LONDON ROAD, 
STANMORE, MIDDLESEX HA7 4PZ 


The R.S.M. 
Group of Companies 


R.S.M. Controls Limited 
R.S.M. Metal Fabrications Limited 
R.S.M. Transformers Limited 


Registered Office: 
SUMMIT CRESCENT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 


SMETHWICK, WARLEY, WORCS. 
Telephone: 021-553 5141 


MERONE 


ENGINEERING LTD 


Vulcan Road, Lichfield 


AUTOMATIC AND 
CAPSTAN REPETITION 
TURNED PARTS 


Telephone Lichfield 52049 


With compliments and best wishes 


GENERAL RELAYS 
(CREWE) LTD 


Relay manufacturing 
adjustment and 
contract wiring 


UNDERWOOD LANE 
CREWE, CHESHIRE 


Telephone: Crewe 3222/3/4 
B.P.O. Approved Suppliers 
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ine Vranch receiving a 
cheque for £100 from 
Brian Stafford, personnel 
executive. The donation 
was made by the Good 
Neighbours Trust, and the 


money will go to the swim- 
ming pool fund. Vranch 


PICTURE shows Cather- 


House is committed to raise 
half of the £20,000 needed 
for the heated and covered 


swimming pool. The 
Mayor of Exeter has adop- 
ted the project for his year 
of office and the joint 


appeal was launched with 
the League of Friends of 
Honeylands Hospital. 


Splashes 
from the 


Spastics 
teetiee 


A visit and 
a cheque 


AT the invitation of Mrs 
Catherine Vranch, 24 
members of the head office 
staff of Top Ten Promo- 
tions Ltd visited the spas- 
tics centre, Vranch House, 
at Exeter. On arrival the 
party were divided into 
four groups and given a 
detailed tour of the centre. 
In addition to Mrs Vranch, 
Sadie Naper, Marian Gus- 
cott and appeals chairman, 
Mike Holladay, gave up 
their Friday evening to 
explain the many facilities 
that are available to handi- 
capped children. 

The school provides special 
education to over 50 children. 
The capital cost of the school 
exceeded £105,000, and there 
are plans for a senior school 
which, it is hoped, will be 
completed within three years. 

Vranch House is staffed by 
six physiotherapists, five quali- 
fied teachers, nurses, class- 
room assistants, a  mursery 
supervisor, and meal helpers. 
Speech and _ occupational 
therapists attend daily. In 
addition to the classroom 
studies, the children are given 
riding instruction. 


Cambridge 
collectors 
meet team 


from HQ 


OVER 250 Cambridge col- 
lectors and friends went 
along to the Rex Ballroom 
and cinema recently to 
meet a Top Ten team from 
Bristol. The evening com- 
menced with a slide and 
film presentation in the 
cinema, which was very 
similar to that shown to 
Blackpool guests in May. 
The reason: the central 
figures live in the Cam- 
bridge area and the City 
was featured quite promin- 
ently. 


Later, the evening became 


OUR picture above shows 
Stuart and Deborah Mar- 
shall, of Histon, Cam- 
bridge, handing over a 
cheque for £20 and a bag 
of trading stamps to 
George Abbott. Stuart and 
Deborah represented the 
Histon members of 
Boppo’s Club, who raised 
the money towards the 
purchase of Boppo’s first 
minibus for the handi- 


capped. 


far more informal with danc- 
ing to the Bluebirds and an 
impromptu bingo session 
arranged by George Abbott, 
organiser of the Collectors’ 
Club. The Spastics Society 
was represented by Arthur 
Dobson of the Homework Sec- 
tion, whose display of jewel- 
lery and handicrafts brought 
sales totalling £45.50. Mrs 
Sally Theobald, of the Cam- 
bridge Spastics Society, and 
four members of her com- 


mittee were also present. 
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Sailors 
will cast 
anchor 
again 
in 1975 


THE Sailing for the Disabled 
week held at the end of Sep- 
tember 


for 23 handicapped 


children and adults has proved 
so successful that it is to be 
repeated next year. 

The Steel 
Wales lent their Egiwys 
Nunnyd Reservoir and Yacht 
Club free of charge for the 
week, and the West Glamorgan 
Department of Education lent 
sailing dinghies and the ser- 
vices of a Safety Officer free 
of charge, along with water- 
proof clothing and life-saving 
equipment. 

It was felt that tee 
handicapped person with 
reasonable use of hands and 
arms, sailing is probably the 
one sport where it is possible 
to compete on an equal basis 
with the able-bodied. A small 
regatta was organised during 
the week and a cup was dona- 
ted by the Mumbles Yacht 
Club Commodore to the win- 
ner of a competition between 
three schools for single-handed 
sailors. It was won by Ysgod_ 
Gogarth, Llandudno. 

The event was organised by 
Mr Arthur Edwards, The Spas- 
tics Society’s Physical Educa- 
tion Adviser, and Mr George 
Crabbe of the Welsh Sports 
Association for the Disabled, 
who is a former headmaster 
of the Society's Meldreth 
Manor School. 


Company of 


for 


THE keys of a new car for Mr and Mrs E. Williams, 
from Bruce Banaister, of Bristol Rovers. Mr and Mrs E. 
Williams, of Langley Crescent, Ashton Vale, Bristol, 
were presented with the car, which they won in a Charm 
Girl competition for supporters of the Spastics Pool. 
Also pictured is John Spragg of the South Western 
Area Office 


The management committes 
of Vranch House is respon- 
sible to the executive com- 
mittee of the Devon and Exeter 
Spastics Society. The school 
is fortunate in that it receives 
support from the Directors of 
Education and Medical 
Officers of Health of both the 
City and County Authorities. 
They recognise the important 
part played by Vranch House 
in providing essential services 
to handicapped children. 


Picture below: 

MR SIDNEY LEAR- 
MONTH, of Scattie Park, 
| Aberdeen, second leit, 
receives a cheque _ for 
£1,884.40 from, fourth left, 
Colonel D. P. Davidson, 
director of Mugiemoss 
Paper Mills. The presen- 
tation took place at the 
Sports Club of the mills 
where Mr Learmonth is 
employed. 

Our picture also shows, 
from left to right, Mr John 
Cran, husband of the local 
collector SC99/75, Mr Jan 
Davie, the personnel officer, 
and Mr D. Mcintosh, 
supervisor SC99, 


INCO PRODUCTS giveall incontinent patients both young and old the confidence 


MR BILL RAYMOND, Chairman of the Hampshire required to lead as normal a life as possible. 


Licensed Victuallers’ Association, hands over a cheque 
for £500.33p to Mr M. Leal-Bear, of Kingsley Road, 
Shirley, Southampton. Mr Leal-Bear qualified for his 
prize on the second dividend of the Spastics Pool, 


INCO GARMENTS - this washable garment is suitable for all ages of both 

sexes, being available in seven sizes (24” — 58’ hips) Two new larger sizes are 

now available. New waist tapes have been added for greater comfort and) 

convenience when changing the liner. Inco Garments are available from chemists 
| and free from most Local Health Authorities. 


Ee 


INCO ROLL — an absorbent disposable liner in roll form which can be cut to any 
required length. 


INCO UNDERPADS highly absorbent protective pads with a new soft facing. 
Available in two sizes 16/2” x 24” and 30’’x 24” through most local Authorities. 
The 16%""x 24” underpad can also be bought from chemists in packets of ten. 
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‘Normal’ and 


comfy clothes 


THE Shirley Institute of Man- 
chester has published a second 
edition of its ‘Comfortable 
Clothes’ catalogue. This con- 
tains a wider selection of gar- 
ments specially designed for 
the disabled, and children’s 
wear is included for the first 
time. 

All garments are intended to 


give a normal appearance, but 


special fastenings enable handi- 
capped people to dress or be 


Director was in Portugal 
—‘a lot of guns around’ — 
when General toppled 


JAMES LORING, Direc- 
tor of The Spastics Society, 
and his wife, Anita, were 
caught up in the recent 
overthrow of Portugal’s 
General Spinola. 

Mr and Mrs Loring were 
in the country to attend a 


around,’ said Mr Loring, ‘and 
some people got very worried. 
We spent two hours in a queue 
while young armed amateur 
militia searched cars, and it 
wouldn’t have taken much—a 
row. with a car driver for 
instance—for them to have 
started firing.’ 


national Cerebral Palsy 
Society, of which he is honor- 
ary Secretary General. 


In a paper to the Rehabilita- 
tion International Conference, 
Mrs Loring declared that such 
a conference on integration 
was an indictment of today’s 


tena more cad; andthe | mumber of conferences “hte Loring ade» met. ttl Ma eatin of the 
clothes also help to overcome | when the General was ing and conference organised jeer, achieved 
specific disabilities such as in- | toppled. by Rehabilitation International 


continence. They are available 
by mail order. Details from: 
Shirley Institute, Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 8RX. 


SO 


INSTEAD of splashing 
about in the water at Hud- 
dersfield Sports Centre, 
swimmers of the Hudders- 
field and District Spastics 


; Society took time off from 
practising their strokes to 
make a presentation. Peter 


‘There were a lot of guns 


Moore, a centre supervisor, 
was leaving and their gift 
of a pewter tankard was to 
thank him for all his help. 

Mrs Christine Smith, of 


the Society’s social com- 
mittee and the swimming 
organiser, said that the 


Thanks to Peter 


and a seminar of the Inter- 


fortnightly sessions since 
Christmas could not have 
been held without Peter’s 
aid. He gave up his spare 
time to help the sessions 
which cater for a dozen 
disabled swimmers. 
Picture by courtesy of the 
‘Huddersfield Examiner 


‘Impressed’ by 


Society’s work 


BRISTOL Handicapped Club 
was so interested in the work 
being done by the Monmouth- 
shire Spastics Society that it 
organised a visit of 16 mem- 
bers,. four of whom are 
spastics. ; 

Members visited the work 
centre at Cymbran and were 
very impressed at the way in 
which a little thought enables 
the handicapped to be happily 
accepted and integrated into 
everyday life. 

The visit came about 
through the Club meeting Mrs 
Clarrie Williams, Chairman 
of the Monmouthshire Society 
and a member of The Spastics 
Society’s Executive Council. 


Anchor's aid 
THE . Social Club at the 
Anchor Inn, Salisbury, Wilt- 
shire, has raised nearly £300 
for the Salisbury and District 
Spastics Association. One of 
the highest individual contri- 
butions was from Mr John 
Hibberd, who collected more 
than £65 from sponsors after 
a sponsored walk from Shaftes- 
bury to Salisbury. 


SQUIRES 
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Groups colourful gift. 


ALTHOUGH the £200,000 
Adult House Unit is still 
being built at Lumbertubs, 
Northampten, and interviews 
are being carried out to find 
the husband and wife team of 
wardens, the residents can be 
sure of a colourful evening’s 
relaxation, when it opens in 
spring next year. 

The Society’s Senior 
Regional Officer in the East, 
Mr Cyril Cattell, has been pre- 
sented with a colour tele- 
vision by the Brackley Spas- 
tics Group. He said the gift 
was a wonderful gesture” on 
behalf of local people who had 
a real concern for spastics. 

Among those at the presen- 
tation were the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Brackley, Coun- 
cilor and Mrs K. Davies, 
and -members of the 
Northampton and County 
Spastics Society Committee. 
Mrs B. Tyler, secretary of the 
Brackley Group, said the tele- 
vision was the result of the 


to centre 


generosity of business and 
tradespeople of Brackley and 
friends of the group. 

The group has a particular 
interest in the Society’s Ing- 
field Manor school where 2 
local boy is a pupil. Last year 
it sent £170 to the school and 
raised another £70 at a fete 
held at Ingfield. 

Mr E. F. Tompkins, Presi- 
dent of the Northampton and 
County Society, said he was 
happy to be among people 
who cared for and considered 
others when so many people 
today were following the ‘’m 
all right Jack’ maxim. 

Our picture shows, left to 
right: Mr E. F. Tompkins, 
the Mayoress of Brackley, 
the Mayor, Mrs B. Tyler and 
Mr Cyril Cattell. 

Picture by courtesy of 
The Northampton 
Chronicle and Echo 


1 Fenchurch Buildings, Fenchurch St, EC3 
BULK CARGO SPECIALISTS, LIGHTERAGE, 


SHIPPING 
SERVICES 


WHARFAGE, HAULAGE, WAREHOUSING, 
AND CUSTOMS CONTAINER AGENTS. 
Telephone 01-709 9359 01-488 3817. Telex 885866 


Spastics Cards Ltd. 


GREETINGS CARDS PUBLISHING COMPANY OF THE 
SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Please support your 
local Spastics Society 
Group by buying your 
Christmas Cards and 
Sundries from them 


3/3% of the sales value of 
the cards is donated to the 
Group for local use 


Spastics Cards Ltd. profits are donated 
| to The Spastics Society 


A full colour brochure is available from your 
local Group or write to: 


-Spastics Cards Ltd. 


RIDGEWAY, IVER, BUCKS. Phone IVER 1930 


Industrial Plumbing, Heating, Electrical 
and Ventilating Engineers 


79 BRIDGE ROAD, EAST MOLESEY, 
SURREY Tel. 01-979 0105/0901 


LAMBERT 
& WHITNEY 
LIMITED 

Demolition 


UNION BROS. °crntractors 


EXPERTS IN DANGEROUS DEMOLITIONS 


We supply Hard Core Brick Rubble, Second Hand Timber, Doors 
and all Demolition Materials 


22 ROOKERY LANE, LINCOLN 


Telephone: LINCOLN 26805 (Day & Night) 


Visit the World of Wildlife 
PENSCYNOR BIRD GARDENS 


Cilfrew nr. Neath 


“Welsh Tourist Award for 
Services to Tourism” 
“British Tourist Board 
‘Come to Britain’ Trophy 
Special Commendation”. 
Open every day 10am until dusk 
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HERE the Fund-Raising Five take a breather after their 


12-mile walk. Lett to right, Emma-Louise Ogilvy, aged 
12, Shamus Ogilvy, eight, Ian Hall, aged 14, Laura-Jane 
Ogilvy, 14, and James Drummond, aged eight. 


How the Famous Five 
went for a very long 


LAURA-JANE, Emma- 
Louise, Shamus, Ian and 
James are the Famous 
Five—the famous fund- 
raising Five that is. In- 
stead of sitting around and 
doing nothing with their 
spare time, they decided to 
raise money to help child- 
ren just like themselves 
except for the fact that they 
are handicapped. 

Mind you, it is not the first 
time by a long way that Laura- 
Jane and Emma-Louise have 
set themselves the task of rais- 
ing money to help handicapped 
children. Their Mummy, the 
Hon. Mrs James Ogilvy, is 
President of The Stars Organi- 
sation for Spastics, which 
makes a point of helping spas- 
tics of all ages. Im fact the 
SOS runs a special hotel so 
that spastic children can go 
away for holidays at the sea- 
side just like other children. 
It is called Colwall Court, and 
is at Bexhill-on-Sea in Sussex. 

Here is Laura-Jane’s account 
of how the fund-raising five 
made £7.31 with a sponsored 
walk. Perhaps you would 
like to write in with your 
favourite fund-raising activi- 
ties. We can print them to 
give other boys and girls a 
chance to help children who 
are just like themselyes— 
except for being spastic. 
would not go any further and 
wanted to be picked up. So 
we telephoned at every tele- 


Their own 
story... 


WE had this idea to do a spon- 
sored walk from our village, 
Gerrans, to St Mawes; our 
nearest town: 

The distance was six miles 
there and six miles back. We 
got the grown-ups to sponsor 
us—by now there were five 
children, the youngest being 
eight and the eldest 14. We 
set off at a good pace in very 
high spirits playing ‘I spy’ as 
we went. We stopped at a 
small roundabout for a rest 
after the first three miles. 

The next stretch to a tiny 
village called St Just-in-Rose- 
Jand was about a mile and 
very uphill. After that bit we 
were very puffed. Soon, we 
had to stop and wait for one 
person who was left behind— 
then somebody else would get 
left behind. 

These last two miles seemed 
Vike 10, and at every corner 
we thought we had reached St 
Mawes and each time we were 
wrong. When we came to St 
Mawes the first thing we did 
was to get a drink and an ice 
cream. 

James, who was second 
youngest, announced that he 


walk 


phone box. By now it was 
1.30 pm, we had left home at 
10.15 am and we had wasted 
half-an-hour refreshing  our- 
selves and telephoning. We 
told him that he had to come 
as we could not get through to 
the house. So we all set off 
again and by the time we were 
out of St Mawes he was back 
in his usual high spirits. 

We had to egg each other 
on the whole time. 

After what seemed ages we 
reached the small village that 
had the steep hills. Here we 
ran down the hills—even if we 
tried we just could not stop 
running. At the bottom of 


them all our feet were very 
sore and really ached: There 


Junior 
corner 


was a stream beside the road 
and it was very tempting as we 
all wanted to bathe our feet— 
but it was too difficult to get 


to. Anyway, if we had 
stopped the boys would not 
have gone on, and the main 
thing was to keep going! 

What probably kept them 
going was the thought of that 
resting place coming up soon 
—every corner was supposed 
to be the last corner and 
never was! But eventually we 
got there and were very thank- 
ful for a five-minute rest. Then 
the remaining miles seemed 
like nothing compared to what 
we had done. We were quite 
cheerful again. And we came 
into the drive running! The 
table was displayed with a 
drink and food—and congratu- 
lations were coming from all 
around us. 


a tape friend 


A YOUNG blind man aged 
21, who is a member of the 
Chesterfield PHAB Club (for 
Physically Handicapped and 
Able Bodied people), would 
like to correspond with a 
young lady by means of 
cassette tapes. 

Please reply to Miss. P. C. 


Johnson, Secretary, PHAB 
Club, 5 Netherfield Road, 
Somerall Lane, Chesterfield, 
Derby S40 3LS. 


SS ee 


Help from horses 


PROCEEDS of a horse show 
held at Coltspring Riding 
Stables, near Sarratt, Hertford- 
shire, amounted to over £200 
which has been donated to the 
Watford Spastics Centre 


aan 


Gift from 
Army for 
centre s 

workshop 


ARMY apprentices  sta- 
tioned at Arborfield, Berk- 
shire, have made a set of 
tools to be used in the 
workshop of the Society’s 
Princess Marina Centre, 
Buckinghamshire. The pro- 
ject is part of a national 
Scheme in which service 


units all over the country | 


are helping centres for the 
handicapped. 


The spastics centre was | 
chosen by the Arborfield | 
the late | 
Marina was | 


apprentices as 
Princess 
Colonel-in-Chief of the 
Corps of the Royal Elec- 
trical and 
Engineers at Arborfield. 


Pictured at the official 
handing-over of the tools 
are, left to right, Mr Reg 
Hewitt, Instructor at the 
Aborfield Army Appren- 
tices College, Mr Cyril 
Aldridge, staff member at 
the Princess Marina 
Centre, Mr Denis Duke 
from Arborfield, and Mr 
Peter Lee, Warden of the 
Princess Marina Centre. 

In appreciation of the 
gift, Mr Lee gave the col- 
lege a wooden bowl made 
by spastic residents. 


The bay who 
had never 
seen the sea 


IN these days of mass 
travel it is hard to believe 
that there are teenagers 
who have never seen the 
sea, but Mr Ron Waud, of 
Hull, Yorkshire, found this 
was the case when he took 
a bus load of handicapped 
people to a nearby resort 
to watch an ‘It’s a Knock- 
out’ competition. After 
the show some members of 
the party seemed disap- 
pointed to be going straight 
home. 

‘Aren’t we going to see 
the sea?’ asked a 14-year- 
old boy. 


‘Well, of course you can 
if you want to,’ said Mr 
Waud, who hadn’t seen this 
as a particularly exciting 
treat. 

The bus was re-routed 
along the seafront and 
parked. The boy sat in his 
wheelchair and _ stared 
entranced. 

‘Isn’t it big?’ he finally 
whispered in amazement. 

This episode brought home 
to Mr Waud the value of the 
work he was doing with the 
National United Charity Trust 


Fund Holidays for the Handi-. 


capped scheme. He has been 
running this organisation for 


about five years and was 
joined recently by Mrs Sylvia 
Wood, who has personal 


experience of the problems of 
disability. 

At present the trust is mainly 
concerned with fund-raising 
and transport services. An old 
bus has been fitted with a 
hydraulic lift so that wheel- 


chair users can travel around 


the countryside in comfort. 
Ron and Sylvia hope eventu- 


ally to open a variety of holi- 


day homes 


Mechanical | 


Achievement Award 
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judges know value 
of courage 


NOMINATIONS for The 


Spastics Society’s 


Special Achievement Award for spastics must be 
in by December 7 at the latest, so don’t put off 
any longer the letter you mean to write giving 
details of your candidate—you might just forget 
and so deprive him or her of the chance of win- 
ning £250 and a silver cup. 


The most valuable 
aspect of the Award is not 
the prize itselfi—perhaps it 
is best summed up by a 
father, who, in nominating 
his son, stated: “We are 
extremely proud of our 
boy. It may be that some 
other spastic may read the 
following facts and be 
encouraged to persevere in 
every endeavour.’ 

Every story that is high- 
lighted in the Award also 
helps to show the public just 
how well spastic men, women 
and young people can cope 
with life; the problems they 
have to face, the amazing 
fortitude with which they 
tackle difficulties, and the 
cheerful way in which they get 
on with the job of day-to-day 
living. 

The judges who will decide 
on the winner of the Award 
and the runners-up are: Sir 
Geoffrey Jackson, once held 
captive by guerillas for six 


months; the Rt Hon Richard 
Wood, MP, who lost both legs 
in the last war; Bailie Peter 
McCann, who; despite’ being 
handicapped, is the Lord Pro- 
vost of Glasgow designate, 
taking up his office next May, 
and Baroness Sharp, whose 
interest in the disabled is well 
known: Mr James Loring, 
Director of the Society, will 
chair the panel as usual, and 
there will be one further 
judge—a sporting personality 
we will tell you about next 
month. 

Send your nominations 
either direct to The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
WIN 4EQ (please mark enve- 
lope Special Achievement 
Award) or direct to Mrs Nina 
Heycock, 88/89 Queen’s Gate, 
South Kensington, London 
SW7: The Award is for 
either an outstanding achieve- 
ment or sustained personal 
effort by a spastic person in 
Britain over the age of 12. 


COMEDIAN Les Dawson 
presents a wallet contain- 
ing cheques for £180 to Mr 
Dexter Simpson, Warden 
of the Society’s adult resi- 
dential centre at Buxton, 
Derbyshire. Looking on 
is Mr Geoff Threadgold, 
landlord of the George 
Hotel, Buxton, where the 
presentation took place. 
Patrons of the George 
raised £100 in 12 weeks 


fd work, sez Les 


with a competition to guess 
the value of coins in a large 
bottle on the bar. Mr 
Threadgold’s daughter, 
Shirley, 18, also took part 
in a 15-mile sponsored tan- 
dem ride with Mr J. 
MacDonald, which raised 
an additional £80. The 
money will help pay for a 
new hoist to lift severely 
disabled residents at the 
centre. 


Bernard and 
‘Aureol earn 


£800 for 


spastics 


PLYING regularly between 
Britain and West Africa,’ the 
Elder Dempster passenger 
cargo liner ‘Aureol’ has in 
under three years earned 
almost £800 for the Scottish 
Council for the Care of 
Spastics. 

The link between the two is 
a 34-year-old Liverpool-born 
purser aboard the ship, Ber- 
nard Hanson, who met a for- 
mer naval officer while on 
holiday in Tunisia. He was 
Cdr Archie Cameron, Direc- 
tor of the Scottish Council, 
who told Mr Hanson of the 
work he was doing. 

That sparked an idea. Mr 
Hanson bought a selection of 
prizes and began organising 
raffles and competitions among 
the crew of the ‘Aureol,’ Jater 
extending them to the pas- 
sengers. 

‘Unfortunately, we are just 
about to make our last run as 
the service is being withdrawn; 
but I hope to make the final 
voyage a record one so far as 
the charity is concerened,’ 
says Mr Hanson. 

Commented Cdr Cameron: 
‘By any measure Mr Hanson’s 
efforts have been quite out- 
standing. We are tremendously 
grateful and I only hope that 
Mr Hanson’s idea can be taken 
up on other ships.’ 


£1,000 donation 


RANK XEROX (UK LTD) 
has donated £1,000 to The 
Spastics Society. The money 


will be used to buy a precision — 


gang saw for one of the 
Society’s industrial centres: 
This piece of equipment will 
facilitate the cutting of 
aluminium bars in an engineer- 
ing project for which Rank 
Xerox donated £5,000 last 


riders 
a Continued from page 4 


some years ago when she 
ae that walking with her 
collie on a leash gave her 
_ more confidence than using a 
tick. The dog learnt to antici- 
ate her movements and she 
me to rely on its help. How- 
ever, that particular animal 
_ became old and ill and one wet 
“day she had to go shopping 
with a walking stick which 
she was unaccustomed to 
using. She fell over in the 
middle of the road, fortunately 
without injury, but her hus- 
band was thoroughly alarmed 
and shortly afterwards bought 
ra her the pedigree alsatian 
_ Gretel, now three years old, 

xe «who goes everywhere with her. 


She has trained Gretel to 

: ye as useful to her as a guide 
= _ dog to a blind person, and 
___ this gave her the idea of teach- 
ing dogs to help other dis- 
abled people. The scheme led 
to the formation of DODIS 
_ (@ogs for the Disabled 
_ Society), which was described 
in a previous issue of Spastics 
News. This has now become a 
registered charity and Jennifer 
already has one dog fully 
trained and waiting for a dis- 
abled owner. 


‘But we can’t find anybody 
who wants it,’ she said, ‘'m 
sure people don’t realise just 

ow much help a dog can be.’ 

| saw what she meant when 
she fell over while I was with 
her at the riding stable, and 

‘Gretel stood steady as a rock, 

acting as support, while her 

mistress regained her feet. 

4 Unlike a surgical walking 
aid, a dog does not draw atten- 
tion to the owner’s disability 
and would undoubtedly be 
good company to anybody 
who was alone a good deal. 

Animals certainly seem to 
hhave an instinctive empathy 
with disabled people. The 
latest addition to the Weller 
‘family’ is a small puppy with 
the habit of chewing the bot- 
toms of trouser legs. This 

could easily trip up the un- 
wary, but he does not do it to 
his mistress. ‘Although he’s 
so young, it’s as though he 
knows I'm disabled,’ she said. 


Ann Plummer 


‘ 


Disabled Alyn shows 


the way— 
and finds 


a friend 


WE told the story in Spastics 
News recently of Alyn Haskey, 
of Nottingham, a_ severely 
handicapped spastic, who won 
a place at York University to 
read history and sociology. 
Alyn, 22, needs frequent 
physical attention and Graham 
Tearse, of Community Service 
Volunteers has been appointed 
to help him out. They have 
adjoining rooms in college and 
Graham will be writing up 
Alyn’s essays for him, Said 
Graham, 18, ‘Alyn manages to 
do more than many able- 
bodied people. He wants to 
show other handicapped people 
what can be accomplished.’ 
Last year as part of his Duke 
of Edinburgh Gold. award, 
Alyn made a two-week expe- 
dition to Harris in the Outer 


Hebrides. Now he is looking 
for a publisher for a collec- 
tion of science-fiction and 
stories of the supernatural he 
has written. 
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The stamp of success for Patsy's 


Swansea people were ‘so. 
nice to spastic visitor 


ANN-MARIE MANSSON from Sweden was a 
tourist in Swansea with a difference this summer 
— for she is both blind and a spastic, and is con- 
fined to a wheelchair. She was part of a group 
of 30 Swedish students who arrived for a three- 
week English course at the Swansea College of 


Further Education. 

It is the first time that 
anyone quite so disabled 
has taken part in one of 
these courses. Ann-Marie, 
who is 20, stayed at the 
Spastics Centre at Long- 
fields, West Cross, and had 
nothing but praise: “The 
people here are so nice. 
They have done a lot to 


help us.’ Now back in 


Remember . os 


You're missing so much without 


Radio Rentals Colour 


Stockholm where she is 
studying at an adult resi- 
dential school to brush up 
on other subjects before 
becoming a telephonist, she 
has written of her impres- 
sions. 

‘What I want to do on my 
holiday is to meet people, 
learn about their way of liv- 
ing, especially when I am out 
of Sweden, make friends, etc. 

‘I stayed at Longfields Spas- 
tic Centre and went out every 
morning on visits with other 
Swedes to English lessons. 
{ was the only handicapped, 
though I always must have a | 
personal assistant during the 
lessons. Her name is Gunilla 
Kullman and she accompanied 
me from Sweden. She helps 
me with everything. I’m sure 
I would like to do this next 
year, too, and I will intensify 
my English studies this winter 
so I'll be able to speak much 
more next summer. Ill hope 
Sprakresor, the Swedish 
organisation which arranged 
this holiday to me can be able 
to offer other handicapped 
their courses.’ | 


FUND RAISERS, 


JACEY LTD. (T.U.) 


FOR 20 years Patsy 
Gallacher not only made 


‘ the people laugh as an 


entertainer and compere on 


: the North-east club circuit, 


he also managed to raise 
thousands of pounds for 


), charity, including spastics. 


HE has the whole world at 
his fingertips—Patsy with 
the stamp collection that 
has not only given him a 
new lease of life but en- 
abled him to continue his 
favourite hobby — helping 
others. 


Picture by courtesy of 
the Sunderland Echo 


But in 1970 when he was 
55 came a shattering blow. 
Patsy was struck down by 
a crippling illness. Con- 


« fined to his home, it looked 


as if his fund-raising days 


, were over. 


However, Patsy was 
determined to continue 
helping others and the solu- 
tion came in an unexpected 
way. No longer able to get 
out and ~-about, Patsy 
turned to philately to fill 
his days. He now has a 
massive collection which 
fills three huge wallpaper 
catalogues as well as 
numerous small albums. 
Friends who heard about 
his interest began to send 
him stamps, and he found 
he was getting far more 
than he needed. 

Then he heard of the Pos- 
sum Users’ Association which 
looks after the interests of 
severely disabled people with 
the Possum electronic aid 
which gives them independence 
at home. The Association sells 
the stamps to raise cash. 

Since October last year 
Patsy has collected the stag- 
gering number of 50,000 
stamps for the Association. 
Every post brings hundreds 
more from well-wishers. His 
19th storey flat in Lambton 
Tower, Hendon, Sunderland, 


fund-raising idea 


is stacked with stamps from 
all over the world. 

‘The whole thing has snow- 
balled,’ he explained: ‘I have 
had a few appeals published 
in newspapers, and there was 
also a radio appeal in July. So 
many people have written, 
even from Australia and 
Canada, asking for help with 
their collections, that I now 
have a full-time job. 

‘I love doing this work,’ he 
said, ‘because I am lonely dur- 
ing the day when my wife is at 
work, and it keeps me fully 
occupied. It is also a fascinat- 
ing hobby and it is rewarding 
to know that I am helping 
other people at the same time: 
I could recommend it to any 
disabled person with empty 
days to fill.’ 


£5,000 target for 
Glasgow ball 


HRH PRINCESS ALEXAN- 
DRA is to be the guest of 
honour at a Glasgow Rotary 
Club charity ball in the City 
Chambers on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 12. The event is being 
organised by the Club and the 
proceeds will be presented to 
the Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics. The target 
is £5,000. 

Invitations are being sent 
to members of the community 
and it is anticipated the res- 
ponse will be excellent. How- 
ever, a limited number of 
tickets are obtainable from Mr 
Douglas Laing of Fraser, Law- 
son and Laing, 53 Bothwell 
Street, Glasgow, at £15 per 
double ticket. 


Tyndall have 
an answer toyour 


money problem 


Whatever your investment need or preference, 
Tyndall have an answer to it from their wide range 
of investment media and plans. They all have the 
common feature of a high investment minimum— 
most of the Funds require an initial £1,500—and 
as a result costs are kept very low. 


Tyndall 3-way Fund 
This fund invests three ways—in 
property, gilt-edged securities and 


stocks and shares. 


Tyndall Property Fund 
An investment in first-class commercial 
and industrial property. 


Tyndall Capital and 


Income Funds 


Two unit trusts set up in May 1962. 


High Cover Savings Plan 


A new approach to the problem of life 
assurance and savings for the younger 


family man, From £5 a month. 


Tyndall Personal Pension Plan 
For self-employed and others not 


entitled to occupational pensions. Com- 
bines full tax relief with investment in 
special units of the Tyndall 3-way 


Fund, 


There are Distribution and Accumula- 


tion Units. Income distributions are 


quarterly. 


Tyndall Deposit Fund 
The money is put on deposit with 


Tyndall Exempt Fund 


A special investment fund for tax 


funds. 


exempt pension funds and charity 


Brunel Way, Thetford, Norfolk. 
One League raised £1,500 — 


Specimens from : 
) 
Why not you ? } 


BIROTHS BAKERY 
All types of FANCY BREAD and 
OVEN-FRESH ROLLS 


237 HIGH STREET, LONDON, N.W.1 
Telephone: 01-485 2680 


_ banks, local authorities, etc, to give high 
interest and high security. 


Monthly and Annual 
Investment Plans 

Unit-linked assurance plans are avail- 
able in all the investments listed above. 
Minimum investment is £10 monthly 
or £100 annually. 


Tyndall Local Authority Fund 
For Local Authority Superannuation 
Funds which are fully exempt from 
capital gains tax. 


For further information on any of 
the above funds, contact the address 
below. 


‘Tyndall Funds 


Head Office: Tyndall Managers Ltd., 18 Canynge Road, 
Bristol BS99 7UA. Telephone: Bristol 32241 
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Death of 
‘everybody's 
friend 


THE death has occurred of 
Mrs Chris Ascheson who, for 
14 years until 1972, was 
Secretary of Colchester and 
District Spastics Society. Dur- 
ing much of her time in office 
she represented the group on 
the Colchester Council of 
Social Service and the local 
branch of the Disablement 
Income Group, as well as 
regularly attending The Spas- 
tics Society’s annual eneral 
meetings. 


Although prevented by ill 
health from continuing these 
activities during the last two 
years of her life, she 
Temained a member of the 
group committee and never lost 
interest in the work. 

Said a fellow member of 
Colchester and District Spas- 
tics Society: ‘Chris Acheson 
Was everyone's friend and her 
kindness was unbounded. Her 
passing leaves a gap which 
cannot be filled.’ 


Top value for Christmas 
from Spastics Cards 


‘CHRISTMAS Tree, a 
pyramid of red flowers and 
multi-coloured baubles on 
a green background, price 
40p for five. (Catalogue 
number EB4.) 


PANALPINA 


(NORTHERN LTD) 


Shipping, Forwarding, Airfreight, Travel and 
Insurance Agents, Warehousing Trainferry 
Groupage, Unitload, TIR and Container 


Operators, 


Members of Panalpina World Transport System 


PO Box 38, Valletta Street 


Hedon Road, Hull HU9 5NP 
Telephones : 71275 and 71281 


Telex : 52310 


THINK... 


whenever you think 
of QUALITY in 
HOME SHOPPING 


KAYS 


- OF WORCESTER 
Established 1794 


J. E. DYSON & SON LTD 


The Glass Centre 
The Conge, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 
Tel: Great Yarmouth 3128-4604 


YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING 
SPECIALISTS 


A Complete Glass Service 
Float — Sheet — Figured — Wired — Horticultural — Safety 


Specialised Glasses 
Double Glazed Units — Armour Clad, Cast and Float 
Armour Plate — Glass Blocks — Glass Domes — Bent Glass 
Glass Processing 
Drilling — Edge Polishing — Bevelling — Grinding 
Brilliant Cutting — Silvering — Acid Embossing 
Decorative — Sand Blasting 


Stockists of ‘Perspex’ and Engravers 


TIME to start thinking 
about Christmas greetings, 
and Spastics Cards Ltd has 
once again produced a 
wide selection of inexpen- 
sive cards to suit all tastes. 

Despite 
prices it is still possible to buy 
cards for 2p each by investing 
in a big value box of 25 
assorted modern and _ tra- 
ditional designs for only SOp. 
Alternatively, a smaller box of 
15 mixed cards can be bought 
for 30p. Elegant black and 
white cards with Dickensian 
scenes printed on high-quality 
cartridge paper cost 20p per 
pack of five cards, while the 
coloured smaller Fine Art 
range sells at 3Sp for five. Top 
quality Old Master reproduc- 


continually rising 


( 


A 
‘SHEPHERD Boy’ in 


tions measuring 8%} by 5} are 
also available at 14p for each 
card. 

Designs printed by spastics 
continue to be popular and this 
year these are available either 
in a variety selection of 12 
cards costing 35p, or packs of 
five same-design cards at 40p 
or 25p. Many of these items 
are printed by spastics at The 
Spastics Society’s Meadway 
Works, Birmingham. Most 
ranges, including the spastic- 
printed cards can be over- 
printed with customers’ names 
and addresses. 

Spastics Cards Ltd also pro- 
vide a wide range of wrapping 
paper, Christmas decorations, 
books, toys and other gifts. 
Brochures giving details of 


this year’s range are available 
from Spastics Cards Ltd, The 
Ridgeway, Iver, Bucks; 


black and white, is one of the many 


attractive designs printed by spastics, and costs 25p for 


five. (Catalogue number E3.) 


With best wishes to the Society 


JOHNSON (TOOLS) LTD 


Precision Engineers, Designers, Toolmakers 


Manufacturers of Press Tools, Jigs, Fixtures 


Special Purpose Machines 
292 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey 
Telephone: 01-399 9314, 4309, 7879 


Without them we would be filling aerosols simply for fun! 


SOUTH HUMBERSIDE 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GRIMSBY 0472-52421 


The Midlands’ Largest Stockist of Office 
Furniture and Equipment. 


Everything from a BALL POINT PEN 


To the FURNISHED OFFICE. 
A detailed catalogue upon request. 


MAMBA (Midlands) LTD 


Millfields House, Lichfield Road, Tamworth, 
Staffs B79 7SR. Tel: Tamworth 60931 /2/3/4 


Osmond Aerosols Ltd 


OF GRIMSBY 


have pleasure in acknowledging 
the work of the South 
Humberside Spastics Society - 

As a local company with an International reputation for 


contract filling every kind of aerosol product, we believe 
in the importance of people. 


CHIRPY robin redbreasts 
and scarlet berries stand 
out against a plain back- 
ground in this card from 
the contemporary range. 


Price 25p for five. 
logue number 7107.) 


(Cata- 


Suffolk swimmers 


LOWESTOFT ’62 Club, run 
by spastics for spastics, was 
invited to take part in a spon- 
sored swim organised by the 
Friends of Lothingland Hos- 
pital. Club  Vice-chairman, 
Roger Hadley, who has very 
restricted use of his legs, com- 
pleted 20 lengths. 


| 


Joey s book 
inspires 
gift to 
hospital 


“TONGUE Tied,’ the book 
published in July by spastic 
author Joey Deacon, has 
inspired a leading elec- 
tronics firm to present 
£1,000 worth of equipment 
to the subnormality hos- 
pital which has been Joey’s 
home for over 40 years. 

We described in the Aug- 
ust issue of Spastics News how 
Joey, now aged 54, wrote his 
autobiography with the help 
of three friends who share his 
ward at St Lawrence’s Hos- 
pital, Caterham, Surrey. The 
book was published by the 
National Society for Mentally 
Handicapped Children. 

To mark the success of the 
book, Rank Audio-Visual] has 
given the hospital some 
sophisticated electronic teach- 
ing equipment so that other 
patients can be encouraged to 
express themselves. The 
equipment will enable staff to 
film the actions and record the 
sounds made by the handi- 
capped people in their care. 
The results will be studied and 
analysed to see how. individual 


| patients can be helped. 
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We are proud to have been 


associated with 


The Spastics Society 


during their 22 years of caring 
for the handicapped 


J. Smith Hargreaves 
& Co. Limited 


Terry Towel Manufacturers 
Spring Mill, Heywood 
Lancashire OL10 3HT 

Telephone: Heywood 69006/8 
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HGS (iw 


(Lapworth) Ltd 


WARWICKSHIRE MAIN DEALERS 


Go Dutch... It’s cheaper on the Long Run!! 


Station Lane, Lapworth, near Solihull 
Telephone : Lapworth 2933/2855 
Also at: : 
Whittleford Road, Stockingford, Nuneaton 
Telephone : Nuneaton 323603 


The bewildering i claims 


by the man from 


Philadelphia 


THERE are some bewildering claims being 
made in Philadelphia, USA. There is a physio- 


_ therapist who says that his 


treatment of children 


who are ‘brain-damaged,’ such as those with 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus and some kinds of 
blindness, deafness or subnormality, is so effec- 
tive that over half of them will have excellent 
chances of becoming virtually normal after a 
few years of his regular, intensive treatment. 


These are such very 
startling claims that we 
must look at them very 
carefully and sound a note 
of caution. They are made 
by Glenn Doman, who 
works with his medical and 
psychological colleagues at 
the Philadelphia Institutes 
for the Achievement of 
Human Potential, and 
although he frequently 
points out in his new book, 
that some children do not 
make very much progress 
under his treatment, he 
“much more frequently 
points out that many do. 
For example, he writes: 
‘After treatment some of 
the children who were com- 
pletely paralysed will end 
up walking, running and 
jumping, not with braces 
or crutches, but with their 
legs, like everyone else. 
Some will fail to walk.’ 
‘Some of the children who 
were paralysed and speech- 
less and blind and deaf will 
end up totally well.’ 

He believes that the effects 
of brain damage can largely 
the overcome by his treatment, 
in many children (not all, and 
he can never be certain which 
particular’ children will make 
startling progress) because he 
has the right theories about 
the way brains work—control- 
ling our movements, vision, 
hearing, speech, etc, from the 
earliest movements and reflexes 
of the new born babe, through 
seven neurological stages (in 
which maturity is reached at 
about age six—according to 
Doman). For example, in 
learning to walk the baby 
develops from primitive move- 
ments, to creeping and then 
crawling, and then walking, 
until fully skilled mobility and 
balance are achieved, at about 
age six in the average child. In 
the case of brain damaged 
children, Doman maintains 
that the damaged part of the 
brain cannot initiate or con- 
trol these movements properly; 
it does not receive enough of 
the right kind of ‘exercise,’ and 


therefore fails to develop 
normally. 
. ’ 
‘Profiles 


He then maintains that these 
failures can be measured on 
his ‘Developmental Profiles,’ 
and the part of the brain that 
is damaged, and so affecting a 
particular neurological stage, 
can be accurately pin pointed. 
Then there is the treatment for 
this, called ‘patterning’ — 
whereby through very inten- 
sive, regular, long-term stimu- 
lation involving movement of 
limbs, impressions through 
the eyes and ears, etc—the 
brain is stimulated, providing 
the ‘exercise’ that it needs at 
just the right stage. It would 
be no use, according to 
Doman’s beliefs, to stimulate 
the later stages, until the earlier 
ones have been put right. Thus, 


. written 


no child should be encouraged 
to walk until he has success- 
fully achieved the earlier 
stages that precede walking, 
such as creeping or crawling, 


_and the intensive patterning is 


aimed at stimulating the brain 
at these damaged stages, where 
it will have the greatest effect— 
through helping the undamaged 
part of the brain to take on the 
work that would normally have 
been done by the damaged 
part. He claims that when the 
most damaged part has been 
helped, the later stages of 
development should then be 
achieved relatively quickly, as 
if a fault in the circuit had 
been cleared, 


Time and effort 


The cost of patterning is 
admitted to be very high, 
especially in terms of time and 
effort, since it imvolves such 
regular and intense stimulation 
of the child, that no two 
parents could carry it out 
alone, and the idea is to recruit 
a group of helpers, from 
friends and neighbours, so that 
an all day, every day, every 
month programme can be pro- 
vided—over some years in 
many cases. 

Glenn Doman feels that his 
treatment is correct because it 
aims to develop the brain, and 
this development is also en- 
couraged by special breathing 
exercises and suspending a 
child upside down, with a view 
to increasing the blood/oxy- 
gen supply to the brain. He 
thinks that conventional treat- 
ment and _ physiotherapy 
usually fail because they have 
concentrated on the limbs 
rather than on the brain. So, 
in a nutshell, he believes that 
repeated stimulation of the 
brain will cause the undamaged 
parts to ‘take over,’ 


Persuasive 


He argues and asserts, very 
persuasively at times, but 
when we look for significant 
details, the evidence just is not 
there, eg, when he describes 
‘superior’ progress it is very 
difficult to find out what kinds 
of children he is talking about. 
The studies of individuals and 
groups that are reported in this 
book and elsewhere, are never 
up fully enough to 
allow scientific evaluations to 
be made—and this is especially 


‘true of the kinds of children 


we are most concerned with— 
those children who are cere- 
brally palsied from birth. We 
have all heard of the startling 
progress made by some child- 
ren whose _ spasticity has 
occurred later during their 
childhood, such as through a 
road accident, and whose head 
wounds heal several months or 
even years after the accident— 
even without any particular 
treatment. One can rarely be 
sure whether Glenn Doman is 
writing about such ‘accident’ 
cases or about children who are 
cerebrally palsied from birth. 
Dramatic progress among the 


LESLIE GARDNER, The 
Spastics Society’s Principal 
Psychologist, reviews: 
‘WHAT TO DO ABOUT 
YOUR BRAIN-INJURED 
CHILD, or your Brain 
Damaged, Mentally Retar- 


ded, Mentally Deficient, 
Cerebral Palsied, Spastic, 
Flaccid, Rigid, Epileptic, 
Autistic, Athetoid, Hyper- 
active child” by Glenn 
Doman. Published by 
Jonathan Cape, London. 
Price: £3.50, 


latter is rare, and this book 
produces no convincing sta- 
tistical evidence that the Insti- 
tutes’ treatment produces more 
rapid progress for CPs who 
were CP at birth than other 
fotms of treatment and 
therapy. 

The Spastics Society has 
recently offered to help carry 
out an independent assess- 
ment and until such studies 
have been carried out, we 
should be very cautious about 
Glenn Doman’s claims. 

One admires Glenn Doman’s 
enthusiasm and drive, and 
there are many good points 
about his work, especially the 
time and energy devoted not 
only to children but to the 
parents. We need more people 
with his passion for helping 
the handicapped, but alongside 
that passion there must be 
scope for independent and 
critical appraisal — otherwise 
one can be led astray by 
enthusiasm and a missionary- 
like zeal. (Evidence of the 
missionary type zeal is seen on 
Page 176, where Doman makes 
a most extraordinary comment 
to the effect that the parents 
who fail to bring their child- 
ren to the Institutes are per- 
haps bad, unloving parents. 


Improvement 


As one parent put it to me, 
after her second visit to Phila- 
delphia: ‘I don’t think that J. 
actually improved—what hap- 
pened was that she appeared 
to be making more progress, 
but this was because they were 
measuring things so finely that 
the tiniest improvements were 
being spotlighted. But they 
were very small improvements 
and on thinking about it I 
realised that she was probably 
making just as much progress 
before Philadelphia. When I 


Indoor barbecue 


A BARBECUE held recently 
by the Bristol 62 Club, run by 
spastics for spastics, was 
shown on local television. It 
had been hoped to hold the 
event out of doors, but tor- 
rential rain forced the guests 
to move under cover. Beer 
and bangers tasted just as good 


indoors, however, and_ the 
party spirit remained  un- 
dampened. 


Entertainment was provided 
by a blind and partially blind 
folk group. 


Lee Oe ae ee ee 
C9 oe a Pere - 


< Nea eae) 


iv 
, ‘= 


tackled them on the small 
amount of progress, they began 
to doubt whether I was carry- 
ing out the patterning properly. 
In any case, they said I should 
have brought J. years earlier. 
I felt awful. I did not know 
what to think... .’ 


We will know what to 
think when Glenn Doman 
allows an independent 
study, which is so long 
overdue. Meanwhile, talk 
to experts and you will 
find most of them very 
sceptical about the claims 
being made by the man in 
Philadelphia. 


‘Danke’ to 
Hamelin 


BRITISH soldiers stationed in 
the Pied Piper’s town of 
Hamelin and their German 
friends have donated furniture 
to the Society’s newly-opened 
Adult House Unit at Harpen- 
den, Hertfordshire. The monéy 
was raised with a darts match, 
a raffle and contributions from 
patrons at the Schultheiss Ecke 
‘pub’ in Hamelin. The final 
total amounted to DM 1,500, 
about £250, 

The gift has been com- 
memorated with a _ plaque 
showing the Pied Piper, which 
has been placed in the Har- 
penden Adult House Unit, and 
pays tribute to the soldiers and 
the Germans. 
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unclaimed prizes 


_ 


THE § Reader’s — Digest 
Charities Panel has_pre- 
sented £2,500 to The Spas- 
tics Society to help towards 


the purchase of a long. 


wheel base Land-Rover. 
The vehicle will be used 
for transporting severely 
handicapped people at. the 
Society’s new Adventure 
Holiday and Field Studies 
Centre now being built at 
Llanivery in Cornwall. . 

The donation was part of a 
total of over £23,000 dis- 
tributed among 14 charities as 
a result of prize money un- 
claimed in the Reader’s Digest 
prize draw. Over a number 
of years the Digest has dis- 
tributed more than £103,000 
in this way. 


He retires after 23 
years of progress 


MR KENNETH WYATT, 
MBE, has retired from the 
chairmanship of the Plymouth 
Spastics Association after 23 
years. In 1951, dissatisfied 
that there was no provision in 
Plymouth for his small spastic 
son, he advertised in the local 
paper describing his son’s con- 
dition and asking if there 
were other children in the city 
similarly handicapped. 
About 30 local children 
were found to be spastic and 
the Plymouth Spastics Asso- 
ciation was formed by their 


parents with Mr Wyatt as 
Chairman, 
In 1955, the Trengweath 


centre was opened to provide 
physiotherapy, care and educa- 
tion; five years later a tempor- 
ary centre was added and after- 
wards a purpose-built physio- 
therapy and classroom exten- 
sion was opened. Further 
progress came between 1965 
and 1971 when a hostel was 
opened for spastics without 
home accommodation, Mr 
Wyatt conducted negotiations 
for The Spastics Society to 


take over the children’s side, 
the work centre moved into a 
permanent building and a day 
care unit was opened for very 
severely subnormal teenagers 
and adults. Accommodation 
for the latter soon proved 
inadequate and Mr Wyatt’s 
final act as Chairman was, in 
1974, to negotiate the pur- 
chase of another house to 
extend the day care facilities. 

Mr Wyatt says that his 
MBE, awarded in 1972, really 
belonged to the whole Associa- 
tion for its good work over 
the years. His retirement will 
be a sad loss to members of 
the Plymouth and South West 
Devon Spastics Association as 
it is now known, but the many 
facilities provided at the 
centre are a living reminder of 
his vision, faith and persever- 
ance. 

Also retiring this year is Mr 
George Wannell, who has ably 
assisted Mr Wyatt for the 
past 14 years as Secretary of 
the Plymouth group. He will 
continue to serve on the 
Appeals Committee. 


PICTURE above shows, 
left to right, Sir George 
Haynes, CBE, Chairman of 
the Digest Charities Panel; 
Greville Selby - Lowndes, 
Deputy Managing Director, 


Reader’s Digest; Peter 
Murrish, The — Spastics 
Society’s Senior Capital 


Campaigns Organiser, who 
is directing the Llanivery 
fund-raising appeal; and 
Mr R. A. Norton, Director 
of Appeals and Informa- 
tion for the Society. 


Bunny money 


WELL-KNOWN wrestler 
Jackie Pallo presented the 
prizes at the Fourth Annual 
Charity Rabbit Show at Stan- 
way village hall, Essex. 

The show attracted about 
1,200 entries and a profit of 
£700 was made, which will be 
donated to Wakes Hall adult 
residential centre, run by the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics. 


Now how can 
we help .. : 


THE Stoneyholme Child- 
ren’s Committee of Burn- 
ley meets to discuss plans 
for raising money to help 
old people and spastics in 
the area. 

The nine-member com- 
mittee is a recent offshoot 
of the Stoneyholm Resi- 
dents’ Association and its 
first project to collect a ton 
of waste paper, is already 
under way. The paper will 


be sold on _ behalf of 
spastics. 
The committee also 


hopes to ask the police, 
fire brigade and local coun- 
cillors to talk to them 
about the function of local 


community services, 
Picture by courtesy of 
Burnley Evening Star 
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(GRIMSBY) LTD 


ENGINEERS — IRON AND 
| BRASS FOUNDERS 


General and Maintenance Engineers 
Machinists, Welders, Fabricators and Metal Sprayers 


Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Castings to BSS or 
customer’s Specification 
Engineers’ Patternmakers 

Engineers’ Draughtsmen and Designers 


RAILWAY STREET, GRIMSBY DN32 7DB 
Telephone: STD (0472) 55316-7 


This Space Donated by 


HYDROMATION 


ENGINEERING COMPANY (UK) LIMITED 


450 Blandford Road, Hamworthy 


Poole, Dorset 
Tel Lytchett-Minster 2666 :: Poole 5777 


Designers and manufacturers of automatic high-flow 

industrial filtration equipment, industrial washing 

machines and automatic inter-operational handling 
equipment, 


Thomas & Wheeler 


Limited 


MIDDLEMORE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
SMETHWICK, WARLEY, WORCS 


Metal Spinning 
and Sheet Metal 
Fabrications 


Telephone : 021-558 3017-8 
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| CIVIL ENGINEERING 
| CONTRACTS 


completed throughout England and Wales 
with a high degree of workmanship and 
efficiency. All types of Civil Engineering 
works undertaken. 


KELLY BROS. (Contractors) LTD. 
ST. ALBAN’S ROAD, STAFFORDSHIRE 
Telephone: Stafford 2424/25 


For the printing of all notices and 
‘information, Letraset Lettering and 
Letrasign will do the job expertly 
and cheaply. 


‘3 i Obtainable from: 
HALL LAIDLER’S 
LIMITED 
rat ‘ roat House, Collingwood Street, 
% * as Newcastle NEI 1XX 
ot 2S sesiite 2507. 


FOWLER & HOLDEN | 


NEWAGE 
ENGINEERS 
LTD. 


ELECTRICAL DIVISION: 
STAMFORD ALTERNATORS 
PO BOX 17, BARNACK ROAD 
STAMFORD PE9 2NB, LINCS 
ENGLAND 


Telephone: 0780 2552. Telex: 32268, 
Cables: LEOPOWER STAMFORD 


A Charterhouse Industries Company 


Thompson-Howes 
Lid. 


ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


AND MERCHANTS 


PO BOX 2 
80 VASTERN ROAD 
READING, BERKS RGI 8Bj 
Telephone : 52428/9 


SPECIALISTS 
IN FLAT ROOF 
DRAINAGE 


FULBORA HOLDINGS LTD. 


QUEENSWAY HOUSE 
HATFIELD 
HERTS. 


Tel: Hatfield 68303 


Furotherm Ltd 


WORTHING, SUSSEX 
Manufacturers of: 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONIC 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONIC CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT 

IF YOU LIVE NEAR WORTHING 
WHY NOT COME AND WORK 
FOR US? 


TELEPHONE WORTHING 31681 


ADE 
URGOYNE 
Ljsver LTD 


Construction Engineers 
Erection, Dismantling, Maintenance arid 
Installation by Expert Staff. Site survey's. 


17a Salter Gate, Chesterfield. 
2 "Telephone Chesterfield 77937. 
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TWILLEYS of STAMFORD 


Manufacturers of knitting 
and crochet cottons and yarns 


“TWENTY” | 
LYSBET CRYSETTE | 
LYSCORDET STALITE 
GOLDFINGERING DOUBLE GOLD 
AQUARIUS KNITCOT 
CORTINA ~ tes 
a rN Mom 


H. G. TWILLEY LTD 
Roman Mill, Little Casterton Road, Stamford, Lincs 
Telephone: 2286/2701 


Le sl 
Mouldings (Essex) Ltd 


Injection Moulders 500z MAX-CAP 
Technical Components Specialists 


Complete Design Service Available 


Bruce Grove, Wickford, Essex 
Telephone: Wickford 2148-9 


VAPORHEAT LTD. 


Industrial Heating 
and Ventilation | 
Specialists 


3 CHURCH TERRACE - RICHMOND 
SURREY - Tel: 01-940 7331/2 


LINCOLNSHIRE AUTOMATICS 


(EQUIPMENT) LIMITED 


Suppliers of 


ALL MAKES OF GAMING MACHINES 
A.W.P. MACHINES, PIN TABLES 
AND JUKE BOXES 
WILTON ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 


HUMBERSTONE, GRIMSBY, SOUTH HUMBERSIDE 
Tel: Grimsby 814371 


A Fleet of Radio Vans at your Immediate Service 
10.00 am — 10.00 pm 
Weekends and Bank Holidays ‘included 


PHONE: 01-807 6331 


D.R. &W. G. WHITE 
LIMITED 


TURNED PARTS AND PRESSWORK 


Claverings Industrial Estate 
Factory No. 2 : | 
South Way, Montague Road, N.9 | 
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Success for Peter's 


enterprise 


PETER GOUGH, 33, is pic- 
tured in the menswear shop he 
owns and runs in Warminster, 
Wilts, 

Peter is a spastic, who 
attended a school for the 
handicapped. He became a 
Queen’s Scout and at 16 he 
went on to St Loyes College 
for the Disabled, Exeter. He 
started to train as a telephonist 
but after only three months, 
left to take up a post in a 
menswear firm in Warminster. 
He stayed for 13 years, eventu- 


_ ally becoming manager of the 


ranch, 

He then decided to open his 
own business in premises 
which had been a-fish shop. 
"For two weeks we were clean- 
ing and scrubbing to remove 
the smell,’ he recalls, 

Over the past five years he 
has built up a very successful 
business. He belongs to both 
the local Round Table and 
Chamber of Trade, and next 
yer is due to become presi- 


Swimming awards 


* for children 


é 


a 


PUPILS of the Society’s Mel- 
dreth Manor School at Roy- 
ston in Hertfordshire have 
achieved success in the Joint 


Award scheme for physically . 


handicapped ‘swimmers (with- 


out aids), organised. by the 


English Schools- Swimming 
Association and the Amateur 
Schools Swimming Association. 


Prizes were as. follows.— 


‘Advanced: Maria. “Rodriguez. |. 


Intermediate: Andrew West, 
Fenella’ Bearchell; ~Christine 
Horth. Preliminary: Amanda 
Nash, ° Tracy~ Brown, Susan’ 
Godfree, Paul Travis, 
Artis, Jacqueline. Widdop. 


eA at Colwall? 


‘COLWALL Court, ‘the ‘child: 


ren’s holiday home’ run-by- the: }~ 


Stars Organisation for- Spas- 
tice at Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex,, 
has vacancies for children over 
the Christmas 1974 © period. 
Please apply to the Manager, 
Neville Simpson, Colwall 


Court, Pages Avenue, Be hill- 


_ Sunderland Echo. 


Gary 


Bao = a a 


dent of the 
tion, 

Of his handicap, he says, 
‘There are people far worse off 
than I am. The motto of my 
old school was “Courage and 
Confidence,’ which I have 
always tried to maintain.’ 


latter organisa- 


Picture of Peter by courtesy 
of Men’s Wea 


Good deeds 
by the 
Brownies 


SHARON CRAIG, centre, 
and Janette Ranson, the 
youngest members of the 
Ist Grindon (Sunderland) 
Brownie Pack, present a 
£60 cheque to Mr R. E. 
Cooper, Secretary of Sun- 
derland ana District. Spas- 
tics Society. 

The girls also handed 
over a scroll bearing the 
names of the Brownies 
who took part in a@ spon- 
sored walk which raised 
£40. The other £20 came 
from an _— entertainment 
staged by the Brownies 
and Guides. 

Picture by. courtesy of 
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Loneliness of spastics cannot 
be cured with money 


‘PLEASE help spastics’ 
appeals gaye the public the 
impression that all the prob- 
lems facing spastics could be 
solved by money. But the 
difficulties of spastics trying to 
integrate into the community 
could not be solved by cash; 
what was needed was more 
understanding and acceptance. 

So declared Mr Bill Har- 
greayes—a spastic himself— 
and The Spastics Society’s head 
of recreational activities, when 
he spoke at the Society’s 
North-West Regional Confer- 
ence in Manchester. 

Money, he said, could not 
solve the very human problems 
of adult spastics who wished 


Knowledge 


shared by 


experts 


A CONVERSAZIONE 
on the Hazards of Perinatal 
Care was held at the 
Society’s Family Services 
and Assessment Centre, 
Fitzroy Square, London, 
on October 8. It was the 
first of a series of joint 
ventures planned by The 
Spastics Society and the 
Institute for Research into 
Mental and Multiple 
Handicap. 

Conversazione? The word 
describes an informal discus- 
sion group which meets on a 
social occasion, but devotes 
most of its time to professional 
problems. 

The 40. people taking part 

in the Conversazione were 
specialists working in the field 
of obstetrics and childhood 
handicap, and the event pro- 
vided the occasion for a most 
important exchange of infor- 
mation, Specialists working 
in these fields may be aware 
of each other’s work, but they 
seldom have an opportunity to 
meet and discuss it in a 
leisurely setting. 
' Papers were given by Pro- 
fessor A, C. Turnbull about 
the dangers of induction and 
acceleration of labour in 
women, Dr M. P. M. Richards, 
of the University of Cam- 
bridge, who dealt with the ill 
effects of some _ obstetric 
anaesthetics, Dr J. Wilson, of 
the Children’s Hospital, Great 
Ormond Street, who spoke on 
the possible damage which 
could result from immunisa- 
tion of young children, and Dr 
A. Bentovim, who dealt with 
the psychological problems 
which arise when a baby is 
kept in an intensive care unit 
for a long period, 

Meetings of this sort will 
-in future form an important 
part of the Society’s system of 
“communication with the pro- 
fessions, and will supplement 
the work already being under- 
taken by the MEIU directed 
by Dr MacKeith. 


to be accepted im normal 
society. 

‘The very essence of segre- 
gating us all out as spastic 
people has created a loneliness 
that is quite different from 
ordinary loneliness. It is the 
Joneliness of a minority group 
fighting an uphill battle for 
acceptance in the community.’ 

Mr Hargreave’s address had 
the challenging title ‘In Limbo,’ 
and this was summed up when 
he said that one of the basic 


problems facing the spastic 
was the need to occupy his 
leisure time, and _ stressed: 
‘They are in a sort of no man’s 
land of nothing to do, and all 
day to do it in,’ 

The conference was very 
much concerned with the 
special problems of the handi- 
capped adolescent. Mr P. K, 
Mayhew, headmaster of the 
Societys Thomas Delarue 


School spoke on ‘The chal- 
lenge of growing up,’ Miss P. 


Bailey, senior careers officer, 
Cheshire County Council dis- 
cussed ‘What happens after 
school?’ and Mr C, L. Rough- 


ton, of the College of Further 
Education, Carlett Park, spoke 
of the opportunities for the 
handicapped adolescent at col- 
lege: Miss Margaret Morgan, 
the Society’s head of social 
work and employment chose 
‘Growing up to full maturity” 
as the title of her address, 


hen Society's ‘Cabinet 


meets major Issues are 


A LOAN of £100,000 
to the Scottish Coun- 
cil for the Care of 
Spastics, a discussion 
on the worrying drop 
in the market value of 
its investments, the 
effects of inflation on 
the costs of the edu- 
cational, training and 
residential services 
provided by the 
Society, and'a decision 
on the future of 
Spastics Week. These 
were just some of the 
important issues con- 
sidered by the Execu- 
tive Council of The 
Spastics Society at its 


last meeting. 

You are reading about 
them today because at the 
same meeting the Council 
decided that in the interest 
of good communications 
with the Society’s sup- 


porters, it would be a good © 


idea if reports of its pro- 
ceedings appeared in Spas- 
tics News. 

Not that the Executive Coun- 
cil had anything to hide before; 
as, like the Society as a whole, 
it has always believed in frank 
and open dealings with the 
public. Obviously a great deal 
of the Council’s work must 
be, and will remain, confi- 
dential, but its general pro- 
ceedings give a fascinating in- 
sight into the way a major 
charity is run. 

The Council is the Society’s 
‘Cabinet.’ It is supported by 
special and advisory com- 
mittees, by a Management 
Board, and by expert staff, but 
in the final analysis it is the 
Executive Council—15 demo- 
cratically elected men and 
women—who are responsible 
for the control and manage- 
ment of the Society and for 
making the policy decisions 


which determine its future 
course. 
The loan to the Scottish 


Council shows how the Execu- 
tive Council operates. The 
money was needed to help 
fund the £300,000 New Trinity 
Centre in Edinburgh to provide 
badly needed facilities for 
spastics in the area. The 
Executive was sympathetic, but 
was the loan possible in a 
difficult financial period? The 
Resources Committee reported 
that 
amount of money for at least 
18 months, and even then- it 
would be at the expense of 
projects already planned. Still, 
the Council decided the loan 
was ‘desirable,’ and authorised 


it could not find that’ 


Printed by F. J. Parsons Ltd, Hastings, and 


on the 


the Management Board to 
make the final decision, sub- 
ject to the Finance Committee’s 
comments on whether the 
money would be found from 
investment or liquid capital: 
Three specialised committees 
and the Council were, there- 
fore, concerned in deciding 
that yes, the Scots could have 
the money. It is expected that 
work will start on the centre 
in January, 


Rising costs 


Charities are among the 
first to suffer at a time of infla- 
tion and rising costs, and the 
Council is deeply concerned at 
the effects on the educational; 
training and residential ser- 
vices provided by the Society, 
The Council agreed with the 
Resources Committee, which is 
trying to anticipate the effects 
of inflation over the next five 
years, that fees charged to 
local authorities for spastics 
from their areas in our units 
must, in future, be related to 
total costs, both direct and 
indirect. In principle, the full 
economic cost should be 
recovered, but in some cases 
where it was felt the Society 
should make some contribu- 
tion, fees might be 90 per cent 
of the total. Further discus- 
sions on this are being 
arranged with municipal 
authorities. 

One of the decisions made by 
the Executive owas very 
important to the voluntary 
workers in the local groups 
who have strived, for the 
success of the national Spas- 


THE largest single batch 
of the Newton ‘E’ electric 
wheelchairs made at The 
Spastics Society’s Mead- 
way works, Birmingham, 
stand ready for shipment. 

They represent nearly 
£3,000, and are proving so 
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agenda 


tics Week each year. The 
problem of a common week to 
focus attention of the cause of 
spastics was that one date did 
not suit all areas. Therefore, 
Spastics 
known it, will be replaced by 
an Open Week. in 1975 and 
each Region will be free to 
select its own most appro- 
priate dates. 


The field of research is a 
vital one for the Society 
which has a proud record in 
the way it has supported and 
initiated pioneering _ pro- 
grammes to benefit the handi- 
capped. The Council agreed 
that at its next meeting in 
November, it would consider 
the appointment of a sub-com- 
mittee to propose a future 
philosophy and programme for 
research, including that con- 
cerning aids and appliances for 
the disabled. 


Every year, a third of the 
Council retires by rotation, 
and if these members wish; 
must then seek re-election at 
the annual general meeting. 
The AGM is being held in 


London on November 2, and 
there will be new faces on the ~ 


Council next month: Three 


retiring members are among — 
the nine candidates for elec- 
tion, but two members are not | 
seeking re-election. Therefore, — 


on behalf of the Council, the 


Chairman, Mr Dorrien Belson, — 
expresesd thanks for valuable | 
service to Mr H. W. Palmer | 
who has been a member for — 
10 years and vice-chairman for — 


five years, and to Mrs D. M: 
Pennicott who has been a 
member for three years. 
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